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HUGHENDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 8th November 2011 in the Council Offices 
 

UNCONFIRMED 
 
1. Present:- Cllr A Konieczny (Chairman)  Cllr J Moorby 
   Cllr R Beavil    Cllr N Morris  
   Cllr L Ryan    Cllr L Smith  
   Cllr P Conran    Cllr B Swain 

Cllr E Furness     
   Cllr R Gould     
   Cllr I Guy      
       Clerk: Miss Charlotte Watts 
             
 There were 6 members of the public present.  Cllr Richard Pushman (BCC) and Major Steve Law 
 (from RAF High Wycombe) attended for part of the meeting. 
  
2. Apologies for Absence.  Cllrs A Byerley and H Dempsey. 
  
3. Declarations of Members’ Interests in Items on the Agenda.   

11297 These Councillors expressed an interest in the following items; 
Cllr B Swain - Great Kingshill Village Hall request for grant for new boiler 
Cllrs L Smith & A Konieczny - Payment of outstanding invoice for Legal Fees 
Cllr H McCarthy – Queensway Allotments 
   

4. Minutes of the previous monthly meeting held on Tuesday 11th October 2011. 
11298 Minutes were RESOLVED and duly signed by the Chairman. 
 

5. Matters Arising.    
  There were no matters arising that were not covered by items already on the agenda. 
 
6. Introduction of Major Steve Law  
 11299 Major Steve Law from the RAF base at Walter’s Ash attended the meeting at the request of the 

Station Commander. Major Law informed the Council that there may be services they could provide for 
the Parish such as support for events. The Clerk agreed to contact the Resident’s Associations and 
Village Halls and pass on Major Law’s contact details.  

 
 At 8.05 the meeting was suspended by the Chairman but reopened again at 8.06 to enable a 

discussion regarding an item on the agenda prior to Public Speaking. 
 
7.  Item on the agenda - Standards Complaint IA44 
 11300 The Council RESOLVED that the item regarding Standards Complaint IA44 be removed from 

the agenda as this matter is sub judice and the terms of the Standards Committee preclude the 
divulging of the information that would be necessary for councillors to make an informed decision on 
this proposal. 

 
8. Public Speaking.    
 At 8.10 the meeting was suspended by the Chairman to allow public speaking. 
  
 11301 One member of the public requested that the Council consider having Public Speaking towards 

the end of the agenda to allow the public to comment on matters that had been discussed in the 
meeting. The Chairman responded to the member of the public and informed them that this had been 
previously considered by the Council but it had been decided that it was more suitable for it to be at 
the beginning of the meeting. The Chairman also stated that, at his discretion, any member of the 
public could ask to comment on an item under discussion, where this was to raise a point of fact. 

 
 The meeting was reopened at 8.13 by the Chairman. 

 
9. Reports from County and/or District Councillors. 
 Cllr Richard Pushman (Bucks County Council – BCC) 

11302 – Cllr Pushman’s (BCC) was pleased to report that the OFSTED of BCC’s services for Young 
People had resulted in rating of ‘top performance’ and a result in the top quartile. The Council were 
informed that work was imminent on resurfacing of the roundabout on Cryer’s Hill. Cllr Pushman 
reminded the Council that other than where there is a traffic accident resulting in personal injury, 
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Transport for Bucks will not be considering additional changes to those decisions already contained in 
the published Speed Limit Review, though the Council may be interested if HPC has other ideas 
regarding the slowing of traffic. Cllr Pushman confirmed that BCC still intended to make the changes 
listed in the Speed Limit Review but due to the challenges around funding this, could not say when this 
would happen. 
 
11303 The Council AGREED the Clerk would write a letter to BCC’s Transport for Bucks (CC’d to Cllr 
Pushman) asking what the costs would be of carrying out these speed limit changes with a view to the 
Council considering whether to fund this work themselves. 
 
Cllr McCarthy wished to thank Cllr Pushman for his assistance in resolving the issues regarding the 
Section 106 money that was attached to the development of the Wellesbourne Campus. 
 
The Council were reminded that Cllr Pushman still had funding available of around £700-1000 that 
could help fund eligible projects in the Parish. The Council AGREED this would be considered by the 
Finance & Admin Committee. 
 

10. Correspondence. 
11304 The Clerk informed Councillors that the items listed as 9044/11, 9049/11 and the Email of 
24/10/11 (Community Emergency Planning) were items that would be discussed later in the meeting. 
All other correspondence items listed on the agenda were NOTED by the Council 
 
11305 The Council AGREED to set up a Jubilee Working Party to consider the tree planting which had 
been discussed at the previous meeting of Full Council (11271) as well as whether the Parish would 
like to have a Jubilee Beacon and any other issues around the Jubilee that arise. 
 
11306 Cllr Pushman informed the Council that the turning off of Street Lighting had not resulted in an 
increase in traffic incidents as had been feared by some. In many cases a decrease in incidents had 
been recorded on roads where lighting had been turned off, with Hughenden Road recording the 
highest reduction in the County. 
 

11. Other Matters 
 a) Proposed change of start time of Full Council Meeting to 19.30 
 11307 The Council RESOLVED that the start time of Full Council Meetings would remain as 8pm  
 
 b) Proposed maximum duration of Council Meetings to be 2hrs  
 11308The Council AGREED that the Finance and Admin Committee, as the Committee reviewing 
 Standing Orders, should consider amending the Standing Orders to state that Council Meetings should 
 run for no more than for 2hrs and that any extension of this duration at individual meetings would need 
 to be proposed and agreed by those present at the meeting. 
 
 c) Queensway Allotments 
 11309 The Clerk informed the Council that as per the recent email circulated to Councillors, that WDC 
 intends to establish allotments on the Queensway site. WDC have requested that HPC send in details 
 of people currently on the waiting who would be interested in having an allotment on Queensway. The 
 Clerk confirmed that people on WDC’s current waiting list would take precedence over those from the 
 Parishes.  
 
 d) Payment of outstanding invoice – Legal Fees & Election Costs 
 Recommendations regarding these invoices were made by the Finance and Admin Committee under 
 the item ‘Report from Finance & Administration Committee’. 
  
 e) Community Emergency Action Plan 
 11310 The Council AGREED that a Working Party would be set up to look at the Parish draft 
 ‘Community Emergency Action Plan’ and that David Jarman (DJ) and Stan Jones (SJ) would be 
 invited to attend this Working Group along with other people identified on the distribution list of the 
 Plan. The Council were keen that the document be linked into the District and Council plans. 
  
 The Clerk agreed that she would locate a copy of the 2009 version of the Action Plan and circulate this 
 to DJ and SJ. 
 
 f) Contribution to L Turners leaving party 
 11311 The Council RESOLVED that each Councillor would contribute £7 each to the cost of the 
 leaving party for the previous Clerk to the Council.  
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 g) Land Registry Issues 
 An issue had been raised by a resident regarding the transfer of allotment land to HPC in 1894 and the 
 subsequent registration of the land through the land Registry. The Chairman went on to outline the 
 work that is being carried out on this matter and the ‘Allotments for the Labouring Poor’ in ‘Report from 
 Chairman’. 

 
12. Report from Chairman. 

 11312 There is a small group working on a project around the Allotments for the Labouring Poor 
Charity in Great Kingshill and Widmer End. The charity was created in the 1860’s and made provision 
for the labouring poor to have allotments, with the rents raised (less expenses) going to the deserving 
poor of the parish.  In 1894, when parish council were created, the new HPC took over the allotments 
from the Charity, the land transferred to HPC and designated as specie land – land which could not be 
sold or, if it was, to be replaced by other equivalent land.  Over the years, HPC has sold land and 
replaced it with other land; it has also paid more into the running of the allotments than it has received 
in rents. Working with the Charity Trustees, HPC aims to ensure that the legal obligations of the parish 
council cover the duties of the charity trustees and that, over its history, HPC has not gained financially 
from the charity. There has been a lot of work done by DJ researching the history behind the Charity 
and the allotment land and DJ (as a member of the public attending this meeting) informed the Council 
that he has a presentation he can give to any Councillor who wishes find out more about this. The 
chairman welcomed this and said that, at the appropriate time, this could be presented at a separate 
meeting, where it could obtain the detailed consideration it deserved  
 
The Chairman wished to acknowledge the work that had been done by Trevor Dean and David Jarman 
on this project. 
 

13. Report from Planning Committee. 
  
 27th October 
 11313 There were no comments to be made regarding decisions made at this meeting. 
  
 11314 The Chairman of the Planning Committee informed the Council about the intention of WDC to 
 hand over land fronting Cockpit Close, Great Kingshill to Red Kite Community Housing as part of the 
 transfer of the housing stock. 
 
 The Council AGREED that the Clerk should write to WDC to express our intention to acquire this land 
 and that HPC would take over the maintenance and operational liabilities for it. Cllr McCarthy declared 
 an interest in this item and as such did not vote on this proposal. 
 

It was then RESOLVED to accept the Planning Committee report. 
 
14. Report from Finance & Administration Committee. 
 
 3rd November 
 11315 (11FA48) The Council AGREED with the proposed template for the reporting of finance to Full 
 Council. 
 

 11316 (11FA52) It was RESOLVED that Locality IT Services be approached to provide the IT  
 hardware refresh to the office and that a standalone monitor would also need to be purchased for the 
 laptop at a price of no more than £85 as well as a lock to secure the laptop to the desk at a price of no 
 more than £20. 

 
 Regarding the cost for 11FA52 above, the Council RESOLVED that the costs for the IT refresh should 
 be paid for from Reserve Funds as it is a capital cost. 
 
 11317 (11FA54) The Council RESOLVED that the invoice for Legal Fees be paid in full as it was 
 considered a valid invoice. 
 The Council also RESOLVED that the F&A Committee would conduct an audit into how the increase 
 of the Legal Fees came about and whether any further action was required. 
 As Cllrs Smith and Konieczny had declared an interest in this item they did not take part in the 
 discussion or voting on the previous two proposals. 
 
 11318 (11FA55) The Council RESOLVED that the invoice for Election Costs be paid in full. 
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 11319 (11FA57) The Council RESOLVED to permit the Clerk to claim mileage at 45p/mile for any 
 journeys to and from her place of work where it is operationally necessary for her to make more than 
 one such trip in her day. 
 
 11320 (11FA58) The Council RESOLVED that the three contracts/agreements for grass cutting, 
 hedge cutting and additional land maintenance are fully considered at the next meeting of the 
 Environment and Services Committee. 
 

It was then RESOLVED to accept the Finance and Admin Committee report. 
 

15. Report from Environment and Services Committee 
  
 25th Oct 2011 

11321 (11S59) The Council RESOLVED to purchase 100 new grave markers for the Garden of Rest. 
 
11322 (11S61) It was RESOLVED that Vincent’s Meadow requires scrub maintenance clearance and 
that the Clerk will enquire whether this could potentially be carried out by the Community Pay Back 
Service. 
 
11323 (11S63) It was RESOLVED that GKRA be contacted about Pipers Lane ‘Pond’ and asked 
whether they had any ideas of what they would like see done with it. 
 

 11324 (11S65) The Council AGREED that before committing to purchasing a new gate for the Old 
Common Road Allotments that investigation would be made into whether it would be better value to 
have it repaired. 
 
It was then RESOLVED to accept the Environment and Services Committee report. 

 
16. Reports by Councillors serving as representatives on Outside Bodies. 

No reports were made  
 

17. Reports from Outside Meetings 
 
 Neighbourhood Action Group 
 11325 Minutes of this meeting had been previously circulated by email and there was nothing further 
 to report. Cllr Gould wished to congratulate the NAG on their work. 
 
16. Reports from Residents Associations   

 
Widmer End 
11326 Cllr Guy reported that there had been a meeting but there was nothing to report to the Council. 
 
Naphill and Walters Ash 
11327 Cllr Conran reported that NWARA had submitted a response to the formal hearing regarding 
the Gypsy and Traveller site at Walters Ash. 1058 signatures had been gathered on a petition and they 
added further objections to their original submission. NWARA have requested to speak at the hearing 
which should be within the next 6-8 weeks. 
 
Hughenden Valley 
11328 Cllr Smith reported that there was an area of Little Burnham field that needed clearing. Cllr 
Moorby confirmed that he would be able to use his volunteer group to tackle this. 
 
11329 Great Kingshill 
Cllr Moorby reported that the RA would like to have a Jubilee Tree on the Common. 
 

17. Reports from Working Parties. 
 11330 The Chairman reported that the first meeting of the Strategy Plan WP had taken place with an 
agreement that this would be a 10 year plan. The Chairman asked Cllrs to look at the ‘information 
gathering’ spreadsheet that was previously circulated and identify which areas they may be able to 
take responsibility for. 
 

18. Update Report from Clerk. 
11331 Report NOTED. 
Cllr Gould asked that it be minuted that the Council should be mindful of the volume of work and time 
commitment that was being expected of the Clerk. 
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19. Reminder of Future Meetings.  
Finance Precept Meeting 22/11/11 8pm HPC Offices, Gt Kingshill 
Standards Briefing 10/11/11 Green Park, Aston Clinton from 2.30-5pm 
Annual Chilterns Forum 11/11/11 Amersham and Chiltern Rugby Club 9.45-1pm  
NAG 01/12/11 Hughenden Parish Council Office at 7.30 p.m 
NW Chilterns LAF 7/12/11 Lower Hall, Princes Risborough Baptist Church 
 

20. Payments and Monies Received. 
 11332 The Clerk clarified several invoices listed on the agenda and informed the Council that two of 
 the invoices listed were incorrect. The invoice from Staples should read £109.96 and the invoice from 
 Toilets+ Ltd should be £172.80. (The corrected list is in Appendix 1 of these minutes).  
 The Council RESOLVED to pay these invoices. 

 
21. Urgent Matters by permission of the Chairman 
 None 
 
22.  Confidential Items 
 None 

  
23.  Date of the next meeting 

Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday 13th December 2011. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 10.14pm. 
 
 

Signed ……………………………………………..  Date ………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
Commonly used abbreviations: 
Cllrs - Councillors 
BCC – Buckinghamshire County Council  
E&S – Environment and Services (Committee) 
F&A – Finance and Admin (Committee) 
GKRA – Great Kingshill Residents Association 
HPC – Hughenden Parish Council 
LAF – (North West Chilterns) Local Area Forum 
NAG – Neighbourhood Action Group 
NWARA – Naphill and Walters Ash Residents Association 
RA – Residents Association 
VAS – Vehicle Activated Signage 
WDC – Wycombe District Council 
WP – Working party 
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Appendix 1 
 

HM Revenue & Customs – Tax and NI for August salaries £523.80   
SR Farm Contract Services – Garden of Rest/general maintenance £1680.00   
Toilets+ Ltd – Toilet hire and maintenance at Garden of Rest £172.80 
Chubb Fire – Extinguisher replacement and servicing £343.62  
SDK Environmental Ltd – Dog waste collection service £413.42   
Wycombe District Council – Refuse collection and bin hire £112.10 
Southern Electric – Electricity supply at Garden of Rest £19.33   
Molly Maid – Office cleaning (x2) £48.00  
Staples – Stationery & office supplies incl stamps £109.96 
Veolia Water Bill – Allotments and Office £371.40 
Cllr L Smith – Expenses from Lynne Turner leaving party £124.00 
ASM – Removal of fly tipped tyres £264.00 
Barlow Fencing – Cryers Hill Allotment Fencing Repairs £48.00 
B Davies Electrical – Replace extractor fan and switch £110.00 
B.Hatt Locksmith – Repair of front door £123.95 
  £4464.38  

 
 
The following payments have been made since the last meeting of the Parish Council and are submitted for 
approval for payment:- 

Salaries for October (and Clerk’s Sept Salary from 19/9) £3105.37  
British Telecom – phone and broadband charges – July & August  £66.66 
  £3172.03 
 

No petty cash payments have been made this period. 
 

Monies Received:- 
The following monies have been received since the last Council meeting. 

a) Burials – (1 full/3 ashes/1 plaques) £1485.00  
b)  Great Kingshill Village Hall 5th instalment of £5000 loan £1447.14 
c) Allotment fees (still more to come in) £1570.50 
  £4502 
 
 


