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Key Facts 

In this year 2016/17 HPC precept averaged £51 per household for the whole year with variations 
dependant on your home's tax band. For next year 2017/18 we have had to increase this by an extra £1 on 
a Band D council tax bill. For context, this is still below last year's national average of £57 and noticeably 
lower than the average for the whole of Buckinghamshire at £60. 
 
This money goes directly to providing the services that HPC are responsible for include providing and 
maintaining allotments, open public spaces including ponds, bus shelters, dog bins, the Garden of Rest 
(cemetery), benches and playgrounds. For the first time this year HPC has also provided significant roadside 
maintenance including grass and hedge cutting, clearing the edges of pavements, weed killing and rights of 
way clearance. 
 
Full Statement 

Each year Hughenden Parish Council (HPC) has to set a precept to cover its operating costs in providing 
services for the local community. This Precept is paid by Wycombe District Council and comes from our 
Council Tax. 
 
In this year 2016/17 it averaged £51 per household for the whole year with variations dependant on your 
home's tax band. This money goes directly to providing the services that HPC are responsible for include 
providing and maintaining allotments, open public spaces including ponds, bus shelters, dog bins, the 
Garden of Rest (cemetery), benches and playgrounds. For the first time this year HPC has also provided 
significant roadside maintenance including grass and hedge cutting, clearing the edges of pavements, weed 
killing and rights of way clearance. 
 
Parish Councils are increasingly becoming significant local government partners that can deliver more 
focused attention to residents. This is underlined not only by the process of devolution which is slowly 
transferring County Council responsibilities out to our towns and parishes but also by the amount of 
reliance the current published unitary council plans** for restructuring local government in 
Buckinghamshire place on Parish Councils. To assist in taking on the extra roadside maintenance services 
Bucks County Council (BCC) will give HPC £11,410 each year up until 2019. However, this is nowhere near 
enough to cover the actual cost of providing these services to a level expected by the community, HPC will 
have spent an additional £18,000 to meet the anticipated bills in this first year alone. We need every 
resident to pitch in where you can by cutting any grass in front of your property, keeping your 
footpath/roadside hedges trimmed, preventing graffiti and picking up litter in the neighbourhood. 
 
Because of the growth in services and responsibilities for our Parish, the whole Council took a decision 
when replacing our part-time Parish Clerk recently to hire a full-time one so that we would have the 
necessary staffing levels to support both councillors and residents. This inevitably has led to an increase in 
staff costs and while some savings are also being achieved in other areas the administration budget must 
increase by 10% next year. 
 
Providing 6 playgrounds, 8 allotments gardens and a cemetery are our other key areas of responsibility. The 
playgrounds, which are used by about 1/3* of the families in the parish, provide up to 5 play experiences 
namely swing, rocker, rotor, agility and slide. The cost of the equipment and the ongoing maintenance of it 
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to meet health and safety standards is considerable and we are now coming to the point where some of 
the bigger and more expensive equipment needs to be replaced. Some major new equipment has been 
installed this year in Hughenden Valley along with smaller items in Widmer End, Great Kingshill and Naphill. 
These pushed us over our allocated budget. We have used some of our allocated Community Infrastructure 
Levey (CIL) money from recent house building within the Parish to pay for these essential replacements. We 
will continue our programme of updating in 2017/18 with a planned spend of £20,000. 
 
In total the above increases will amount to an extra £1 on a Band D council tax bill for 2017/18 bringing it to 
an average of £52 per household. For context, this is still below last year's national average of £57 and 
noticeably lower than the average for the whole of Buckinghamshire at £60. HPC is pleased that it will be 
able to continue funding modest grants and donations to local community groups & activities at the 
2015/16 level, along with providing annual grants for all the Parish newsletters, Village halls and some local 
sports clubs. Whilst the allocation for 2016/17 has already been distributed this does not mean we cannot 
still be approached for funding from April 2017 onwards. 
 
The elected councillors, who are all unpaid, together with the dedicated staff of Hughenden Parish Council 
will continue doing their utmost to ensure that the level of service provided to our community now and 
into the future is the best it can be within the budget available. 
 
Should you have any questions on this statement or require further information, please contact our Clerk 
and Responsible Financial Officer, Shona Hadwen. 
 
*Based on responses from 2014 Parish survey of residents. 
** For more information visit http://futurebucks.co.uk 

mailto:clerk@hughendenpc.org.uk

