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HUGHENDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
At Council Offices, The Common, Great Kingshill, HP15 6EN 

Minutes of the meeting of the Services Committee 

Held on Tuesday 27th August 2019 at 7.30 pm 

 

Confirmed Minutes 

 
1. Present: 
Cllr P Gieler (Chairman) 
Cllr P Hardinge, Cllr P Nicholls, Cllr C Sammut, Cllr H Stearn 
 

2. Officers: 
Shona Hadwen (Clerk) 

3. Public participation 
There was one member of the public present who spoke with regards to the potential 
refurbishment of the railings around Cockpit Hole.    

4. Apologies for absence 
19S268 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr C Waterton and Cllr A Boekee. 

5. Declarations of interest 
19S269 Cllr Nicholls declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 8 as the owner of 
Binders was a personal acquaintance.  

6. Previous minutes (Appendix 1) 
RESOLVED 
19S270 That the minutes of the meeting of the Services Committee held on 28th May 
2019 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

7. 19S271 It was AGREED that agenda item 8 - refurbishment at Cockpit Hole, 
Great Kingshill, be brought forward.   
Refurbishment at Cockpit Hole (Appendix 9) 
19S272 Cllr Nicholls explained to members that the railings surrounding Cockpit Hole were 
in need of refurbishment and that a local business – Binders – had offered to subsidise the 
costs by donating £3000 towards the project. Three quotes would be sought in line with 
Financial Regulations and an exact costing of council contribution presented to the next 
Services Committee meeting on 29th October 2019.  
19S273 Members thanked Mr Binder for his kind offer to assist with the refurbishment costs 
of painting the railings at Cockpit Hole and it was AGREED that subject to quotations being 
obtained for the actual costs of the project, a fully costed proposal would be presented to the 
October Services Committee meeting.  
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8. Reports 
a) Finance (Appendix 2) 
19S274 The report was received.  
The Clerk drew attention to the Services budget summary and the Reserves summary.  With 
council recently having resolved to carry out a parish wide tree survey at a cost of 
approximately £10,000, the Clerk recommended that funds be transferred from reserves to 
cover the cost of this project and the potential costs of tree work as a result of findings from 
the survey.  It was agreed to 
RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL 
19S275 That the sum of £19,000 be transferred from reserves to the tree budget for 
2019/2020 (£4,000 from Ash Dieback Reserves and £15,000 from 
Operating/Contingency Reserves).  Any excess funds in the Tree Budget for 
2019/2020 to be transferred to a newly created reserves for trees in 2020/2021. 
19S276 The Clerk highlighted that the next Services Committee meeting on 29th October 
2019 would be the last opportunity for members of the committee to discuss budget 
requirements in preparation for the precept meeting in November.  The committee therefore 
needs to ensure that it has budgeted proposals for the forthcoming financial year ready for 
discussion at the next Services Committee meeting.  

b) Tree Health and Safety Incident (Appendix 3) 
19S277 The report which summarised the incident of the fallen tree at Templewood on 
Saturday 10th August 2019 was received.  

c) Tree Project (Appendix 4) 
19S278 The report was received.  
The Clerk drew attention to inconsistencies between the previous recommendation from the 
Services Committee to Full Council on 28th May 2019 as follows: 
 
Recommendation from Services – 28th May 2019: 
19S255 That the quotation from Lowther for tree management be accepted for non-
woodland trees.  
Full Council Resolution – 11th June 2019: 
19233 To accept Lowther as the proposed supplier for tree management for non-
woodland trees, but that discussions are held with them to agree the delivery 
schedule of their services in line with council requirements.  
19S279 The recommendation from the Services Committee should not have been amended, 
particularly as council did not clarify what council requirements were.  Therefore, a further 
recommendation from this Services Committee needs to go back to Full Council for 
resolution.  It was agreed to 
RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL 
19S280 That the quotation from Lowther for tree management be accepted for non-
woodland trees.  
19S280 Cllr Gieler explained the rationale for the decision to select Ottis as the GIS mapping 
supplier. It was AGREED that it was important to note for any future procurement exercise 
relating to the management of trees, that compatibility with the Ottis system should be taken 
into consideration and that a new budget line for the annual costs of Ottis be created for 
2020/2021. 
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6.d) Playgrounds (Appendix 5) 
19S281 The report was received. 
19S282 Templewood Project 
The Clerk updated members on the Templewood project.  The recent survey monkey 
generated a response from only 21 residents with only 7 of those living in the Templewood 
area.  With a proposed budget of £40,000 being set aside for this project, it was AGREED 
that the Playground Working Group carry out a house to house survey on all houses in 
Templewood early in September to gain their feedback on the designs. Results and 
recommendations will be made to the October Services Committee meeting. 
 
19S283 Great Kingshill Playgrounds 
The most recent inspection report relating to the Great Kingshill play area highlighted that 
the Kompan unit is getting near the end of its serviceable life.  It was AGREED that no 
further money be spent on major repairs in Great Kingshill. The Playground Working Group 
would develop a proposal to make best use of the overall space at the end of the common 
where both play areas are situated and to feedback to the October Services Committee 
meeting to discuss budget requirements for the next year. 
  
19S284 Quarterly Inspection and Maintenance Programme 
The Clerk summarised the current position with regards to quarterly inspections and the 
required actions to carry out essential repairs which is time-consuming.  A short-term 
solution from ARD Playgrounds would mean that essential repairs are done at the time of 
inspection instead of the current delay of reporting any findings and scheduling a repair.  It 
was agreed to 
RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL 
19S285 That the quotation from ARD to carry out quarterly maintenance operation 
inspections at both Great Kingshill and Templewood at a cost of £139 per quarter be 
accepted and will be reviewed in February 2020 for the next financial year.  

19S286 KSIL equipment at Widmer End Village Hall Playground and Hughenden Valley 
Village Hall Playground 
The Clerk highlighted that the KSIL slide at Widmer End and the KSIL multi-play unit at 
Hughenden Valley remained non-compliant in terms of EN1176 – finger and toggle 
entrapments.  Whilst both findings are “low-risk”, a planned approach to replace both pieces 
of equipment from an ongoing health and safety perspective must be considered. It was 
agreed to 
RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL 
19S287 That the council work with Widmer End Village Hall to find a suitable 
replacement slide for the Village Hall playground.  The maximum budget for this 
project to be £7,000 which will include all removal, installation, post-inspection and 
ancillary costs.   

19S288 That with regards to Hughenden Valley Village Hall playground, the Clerk 
obtains initial advice on what can be installed in the space available.  Options then to 
be presented to the October Services Committee meeting and a final budget agreed.  

19S289 It was AGREED that the Clerk write to both Village Halls notifying them that the 
council are planning to replace their respective pieces of KSIL equipment due to the non-
compliance of EN1176 and that should they wish council to remove the equipment in the 
interim period, that council would do this.   
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6.e) Resources 
19S290 The Clerk provided a verbal update on actions since the last meeting on 3rd July 
2019.  A proposed meeting date of 3rd September at 4pm was initially agreed to discuss next 
steps.    

6.d) Services (Appendix 6) 
19S291 The report was received.  
The report provided an update on all service areas and highlighted the need to review 
urgently the service delivery plans of the council from April 2020 as well as the strategic 
management of allotments.  It was agreed to hold a meeting of the Allotment Working Group 
on 4th September at 4pm to discuss future plans for all allotments in the parish. The Working 
Group consists of Cllrs Gieler, Hardinge, Nicholls, Sammut, the Clerk and Deputy Clerk. 

9. Rough around the Edges (RATE) (Appendix 7) 
19S292 The report was received.  
Cllr Stearn summarised the progress report from the RATE team.   

10. Installation of bus shelter (Appendix 8) 
19S293 The Clerk summarised the request from Widmer End Residents Association to 
install a bus shelter at the existing bus stop on George’s Hill, Widmer End.  Three quotations 
had been obtained in line with Financial Regulations.  It was agreed to 
RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL 
19S294 That, subject to a maximum budget of £5,500, delegated authority be given to 
the Clerk to proceed with the installation of a bus shelter at George’s Hill, Widmer 
End.  
 
11. Date of next meeting 
19S295 Next meeting: 29th October 2019 at 7.30pm. 

  
 
12. 12S296There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.12pm. 
 

 
Chairman’s Signature:      Date: 
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