
Proposed Management Plan for Primrose Hill allotments and amenity field  

Hughenden Parish Council owns the allotments and amenity field on Primrose Hill in Widmer End.   

These are first thoughts on what a management plan for this site could look like.   Comments are very 

welcome, including from allotment tenants, walkers, and neighbours.   

 

The objectives of the site are :-  

a) to provide a pleasant and safe place for people to enjoy;  

b) to provide allotments which residents want to rent; and  

c) to protect the environment and wildlife in a sustainable way.   

The site  

The site consists of 18 allotments and a field separated by a hedge.    

About half the allotments are unused and are growing wild.  The other half are cultivated.   There is an 

area beyond the allotments which is unusable for allotments because it is too stony.    

The field slopes gently upwards.  It is planted with native trees at the bottom and there is an area of 

grass at the top which is left uncut during the summer to provide a wild flower meadow.   

The field is well used by walkers, including dog walkers.   

The site is bounded to the west by Primrose Hill.  To the north is a field which contains the remains of an 

old cherry orchard and now overgrown; it is designated as a priority habitat and all the trees in this field,  

except some leylandii on the boundary, are protected by tree preservation orders.  To the east are open 

fields and to the South are the gardens of houses in Brackley Road.  

The area is rich in wildlife – deer, badgers, foxes, and mice, owls, peregrines and long tailed tits, and 

newts, frogs and toads.   

There was some anti-behaviour from some young people some years ago but that has ceased.    

Residents in Brackley Road overlooking the site keep an eye open on activities.   

What is happening now  

HPC’s arboriculturist has assessed all the trees on the site (17 of them) and recommended that some 

should be mulched, some pruned and some cut down because they are dead or neighbouring trees need 

room to grow.   This work is being contracted out and should start as soon as possible.  

Residents have often asked for some benches and two benches will be installed in the amenity field 

shortly.  The thought is to put them at the top of the field so walkers can sit and look at the view and 

perhaps have a picnic.   

Then what   

The Council plans to plant more trees at the top of the slope beyond the wild flower meadow, mainly 

native and fruit trees.   



Longer term the Council is thinking of opening up the area beyond the allotments to walkers and 

planting more trees there.  This would mean planting a new hedge to limit access to the allotments.  It 

could mean reducing the height of the existing hedge at that end of the site to allow a line of sight for 

residents in Brackley Road to see what is happening in this area.  

 

Finally, Council would like to pilot the provision of “mini- allotments”, which might be attractive to 

children, residents with disabilities and limited mobility.  

The idea would be to clear the overgrown allotments and divide them into smaller areas, with perhaps 

some raised beds to make access easier.   

The contact point for comments are Clerk@hughenden-pc.org.uk and linda.derrick@hughenden-

pc.org.uk 
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